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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



1. 



The amendment filed February 2, 2004 has been received and entered. 



2. 



All rejections of record are withdrawn in light of the amendment. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



3. Claims 1-7, 9, 11-20 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

a. Amended claim 11 is supported by the specification. 

b. The teachings of Gardner, Jr. et al. (US 5,939,237; column 8, lines 6-60) 
clearly provide motivation to coat the printing plate of DeBoer et al. (US 6,110,645) with 
a protective layer however there is no suggestion to modify the protective layer of 
Gardner Jr., et al. by incorporating a compound capable of converting light to heat as 
required by present claims 1-7, 9 and 11. 

c. With respect to claim 11 and claims 12-20, the ink repellent layer of 
DeBoer et al. (US 6,110,645) comprises a crosslinked polymeric matrix which is derived 
from a crosslinking agent (claim 1). There is no teaching or suggestion of removing the 
crosslinking agent from the ink repellent layer of DeBoer et al. 

d. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara Gilliam whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1330. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 8:00 AM - 
5:30 PM. 

a. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on 571-272-1385. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

b. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Barbara Gilliam 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1752 
April 8, 2004 
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